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Opening Remark by Conference Chair, Hwa A. Lim 

Father’s Day Sunday 
June 17, 2001 

Fairmont Hotel 

San Francisco, California 

 

Thank you Christina Lingham, Conference Director, for the introduction. 

 

I am most honored to open this bioinformatics conference on a Father’s Day Sunday.  To 

be honest, I am myself very taken unexpectedly to see this auditorium of 750 filled to 

capacity.  I thank you all the great fathers and spouses for coming to show your support at 

this opening ceremony to mark the tenth conference in the Bioinformatics and Genome 

Research conference series on this very special occasion. 

 

This Conference Series started in 1990, when the conference was held in Tallahassee, 

Florida.  The host of the First Conference was the Supercomputer Computations 

Research Institute of Florida State University.  Financially, it was partially supported by 

the U.S. Department of Energy, the National Science Foundation, and the Technological 

Research and Development Authority of Florida.  Three computer companies – Thinking 

Machines Corp., Digital Equipment Corp., CRAY Research Inc. – provided financial 

support and there were two exhibitors: an instrumentation company and a publisher. 

A proceedings volume was compiled for the Conference. 

 

The Second Conference was held in St. Petersburg Beach, Florida in 1992.  The choice of 

the site was intentional.  The Conference was originally planned for St. Petersburg, 

Russia.  But the breakup of the Former Soviet Union made the plan not feasible.  I had to 

move the venue from St. Petersburg to St. Petersburg Beach in less than four months, 

with not much time for preparations and no room for error.  But it turned out to be a great 

conference, with over 200 participants.  The Second Conference’s host was the 

Supercomputer Computations Research Institute of Florida State University.  It was 

partially supported by federal and state agencies including U.S. Department of Energy, 

National Science Foundation, the Technological Research and Development Authority of 

Florida; computer companies including Silicon Graphics Corp., Intel Corp., MasPar 

Computer Corp.; a publisher World Scientific Publishing and two other instrument 

vendors. 

A proceedings volume was also compiled for the Conference. 

 

The Third Conference returned to Tallahassee, Florida, in 1994.  It was very well 

attended.  About 190 participants took part.  The Conference was partially funded by 

Compugen Ltd., Eli Lilly and Company, MasPar Computer Corp., World Scientific 

Publishing Co., Pergamon Press, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. National Science 

Foundation, U.S. National Institutes of Health, and International Science Foundation. 

Again, a conference proceedings volume was compiled for the conference. 

 

Cambridge Healthtech Institute (CHI) took over the conference series in 1994.  

Anticipating the growing prominence of bioinformatics, CHI converted the conference 
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series from a biennial conference into an annual conference.  But because of copyright 

issues, no conference proceedings have been produced from the Fourth Conference 

forward.  Nonetheless, Cambridge Healthtech Institute has been doing an invariably good 

job in making the conference into a success. 

 

As the person who started this conference series, I am proud to see this baby grow over 

the years and to report to you on this Father’s Day that the conference has grown from 

110 participants to this impressive size of over 700 over the past ten years or so.  The 

number of exhibitors has also increased from a handful to more than fifty.  

 

This June 17-19, 2001 conference at the Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, marks the tenth 

anniversary of the conference series.  Henry Stewart Publishers of London has joined in 

the celebration by offering to be the publisher of the conference proceedings.  I am most 

honored to be the guest editor.  I strongly encourage each of you to contribute towards 

the conference proceedings. 

 

On behalf of the conference advisory committee, may I wish all a Wonderful Father’s 

Day. 

 

Without any further ado, I shall now move on to the conference proper and chair the very 

first and only session of this opening day of the Tenth Conference. 

 

I just told you that bioinformatics started about 14 years ago.  Something more significant 

happened twenty-five years ago.  “Twenty-five years ago, Herb Boyer and Bob Swanson 

had the incredible insight, bold genius, and unwavering commitment to start a different 

kind of company – one based on the belief that recombinant DNA technology would 

produce commercially viable, breakthrough medicines within a relatively short period of 

time.  On April 7, 1976, the two founded Genentech – and in doing so launched the 

biotech industry.  The biotech adventure began.” [adapted from Genentech web site]. 

 

This evening, we shall have four speakers from the biotech sector.  We have carefully 

selected four representative biotech companies, two from the East Coast and two from the 

West Coast.  The two from the East Coast are Celera Genomics, and Curagen; and the 

two from the West Coast are Genentech and Incyte Genomics. 

 

Now may I call upon our speaker from Genentech to the podium to present the first talk.  

Happy twenty-fifth anniversary, Genentech.  Here we are, Genentech… 

 

   


